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INTRODUCTION 
 Following the plebiscite victory of the Republic Act 11054 otherwise known as 

the Bangsamoro Organic Law, it was a historical moment when the new 

Bangsamoro Transition Authority members took their oath in Malacañang as the 

new administration to govern the newly established Bangsamoro Autonomous 

Region in Muslim Mindanao. By virtue of the powers vested to the Interim Chief 

Minister Ahod Ebrahim by the Bangsamoro Organic Law, the Chief Minister 

convened the Bangsamoro Transition  Authority in an Inaugural Session held at 

the Shariff Kabunsuan Cultural Complex on March 29, 2019 followed by the very 

First Regular Session of the BTA-Parliament and the election of officers. 

As one of the eighty-membered lawmaking bodies, the office of Member of the 

Parliament HON. MOHAMMAD S. YACOB commenced its mandate in accordance 

with the provisions of the Bangsamoro Organic Law. The office aspired to be a well-

functioning office, dedicated to fulfilling its mandate of crafting sound and 

beneficial bills for the welfare of the entire Bangsamoro. 

President Rodrigo Duterte signed the landmark Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL) on 26 July 2018  
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MP YACOB PROFILE 

He was born in Shariff Aguak, Maguindanao on April 30, 1970, to the 

spouses Maslamama Yacob and Salama Omar. He graduated elementary from Al-

Islaah Elementary School in the year 1981 and then finished his secondary 

education at Ma’had Kutawato Al Islamic in the year 1986. He earned his college 

degree of Bachelor of Science in Shariah Law from International Islamic 

University, Madinah Al Munawarah, KSA, and then proceeded to study Master's 

in Public Administration at Cotabato City State Polytechnic College. Finally, in the 

year 2013, he has conferred the title Doctor of Philosophy from the same 

institution.  

Mr Yacob is the former Executive Director of the Bangsamoro Development 

Agency (BDA) for 9 years, an organization established by the Humanitarian, 

Rehabilitation, and Development Aspect of GPH-MILF Tripoli Agreement of June 

2001. BDA is known as the development arm of the MILF. The agency is 

mandated to lead, determine and manage relief and rehabilitation in conflict-

affected areas in Mindanao. Among its mandates are (1) to determine, lead, and 

manage relief, rehabilitation, and development in the conflict-affected areas in 

Mindanao; (2) to act as a donor and development coordinating unit of the MILF 

and (3) to continue the formulation of the Bangsamoro Development Plan (BDP). 

He served as the Executive Director in the year 2010 until he was appointed a 

member of the Parliament and as head of the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, 

and Agrarian Reform. Mr Yacob also served as a Visiting Professor in the 

Graduate School of Cotabato City State Polytechnic College and Shariah Advisor 

of Al Amanah Investment Islamic Bank. 

He is a member of various associations and organizations such as the 

Institute of Bangsamoro Studies, Haya’tul Ulama of the Philippines, and 

Bangsamoro Leadership and Management Institute. He has been invited to be the 

resource speaker on numerous occasions such as Conference on Decentralization 

for Peace and Development Programs by the Local Government Unit, the Regional 

Conference on Inclusive and Right Based Education organized by UNESCO, in the 

Launching of the 2015 State of World Population Report, the Fiscal Accountability 

of Public Officials and many more. 
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HISTORY 
A n ew c ha p t er  f or  t he  B a ng sam or o  

The name Bangsamoro can be 

traced through more than 500 years of 

history, from Spanish colonization in 

1578 to American occupation, and 

beyond. Spaniards in the Philippines 

used the term 'moro' for Muslims. 

For the first time in history, the 

Bangsamoro identity was officially 

recognized during the signing of the 

Framework Agreement on the 

Bangsamoro (FAB) in 2012 between 

the government of the Philippines and 

the armed group Moro Islamic 

Liberation Front (MILF). The FAB 

introduced an official recognition of the 

Bangsamoro people’s identity and their 

struggle for peace. Then President 

Aquino emphas ized that  this 

agreement creates a new political 

entity, and it deserves a name that 

symbolizes and honors the struggles of 

our forebears in Mindanao and 

celebrates the history and character of 

that part of our nation. That name will 

be Bangsamoro. (President Benigno S. 

Aquino III Speech on the Framework 

Agreement with the Moro Islamic 

Liberation Front (MILF), 7 October 

2012, Malacañan Palace). 

 

Previously, the ongoing conflict 

prevented people from focusing effort 

on these points. Since the signing of 

peace agreements, records of the 

agreements themselves were compiled, 

but no records about the processes 

and the people involved and affected by 

them were collected. Now that a 

Comprehensive Agreement on the 

Bangsamoro (CAB) exists and 

legislation is pending in Congress on 

the Bangsamoro Basic Law (BBL), work 

on these issues is more possible and 

welcome.  

In this July 17, 2017 photo, President Rodrigo Duterte 

(center) holds the draft of the Bangsamoro Basic Law 

together with (from left) government peace panel chief 

negotiator Jesus Dureza, Moro Islamic Liberation Front 

chair Al-Hajj Murad, MILF vice chair Ghazali Jaafar, and 

MILF Peace Panel chair Mohagher Iqbal during a ceremony 

in Malacañang. AP  
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HISTORY OF THE BANGSAMORO  

“The MILF bel ieves that 
negotiation is the most civilized way of 
addressing the conflict. An armed 
struggle is only an option for self-
preservation. The MILF agreed to enter 
the arena of peace negotiations with 
the Government of the Philippines 
(GPH) with the sole intent of 
addressing the root cause of the 
Mindanao conflict and the Bangsamoro 
Problem, which is the continued denial 
of the historic and legitimate right of 
the Bangsamoro people to self-
determination.”  

 

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f 
Bangsamoro was the culmination of 
several years of peace talks between 
the  gove rnment  and  seve ra l 
autonomist groups; in particular, the 
Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), 
which rejected the validity of the 
ARMM and called for the creation of a 
region with more powers devolved from 
the national government. A framework 
a g r e e m e n t  k n o w n  a s 
the Comprehensive Agreement on the 
Bangsamoro was negotiated between 
President Benigno Aquino III and the 
MILF in 2014. After continued 
negotiations and debates over certain 
provisions, the Congress of the 
Philippines created and ratified a basic 
law for the region, now referred to as 
the Bangsamoro Organic Law.  

 

The bill was signed into law 
by President Rodrigo Duterte on July 
26, 2018. Despite questions on the 
region's constitutionality, as it would 
have adopted a Parliamentary System 
in an area of a country with 
a Presidential System of government, 
no judicial ruling was made against the 
organic law and consequently, the 
COMELEC held a two-part plebiscite: 
one by ARMM citizens determining 
whether to dissolve the ARMM and 
immediately replace it with the 
Bangsamoro and, following the victory 
of the yes vote on the first part, and 
the second part taken by neighboring 
municipalities and barangays in the 
provinces of Lanao del Norte and 
Cotabato regarding their cession to the 

Bangsamoro region. As a result of the 
second part of the plebiscite, 63 
barangays of Cotabato province were 
handed over to the Bangsamoro 
government, adding to the autonomous 
region's territory. 
 

Replacing the Autonomous 
Region in Muslim Mindanao (ARMM), 
the BARMM was formed with the 
rati f ication of  i ts basic law, 
the Bangsamoro Organic Law following 
a two-part legally-binding plebiscite in 
Western Mindanao held on January 21 
and February 6, 2019. 

 

President Rodrigo Duterte swore 
in the initial members of the 
Bangsamoro Transition Authority 
(BTA) on February 22, 2019, and the 
ARMM was officially turned over to the 
BARMM on February 26, 2019. 

 

The new political entity is a 
parliament type of government, which 
is headed by the Bangsamoro 
Transition Authority (BTA), composed 
of 41 members representing the MILF 
and 39 members representing the 
government. MILF Chairman Ahod 'Al 
Haj Murad' Ebrahim was appointed as 
BARMM's Interim Chief Minister. 

 

The BARMM was created after 
residents of the then-existing ARMM 
voted to ratify the Bangsamoro Organic 
Law in January 2019. Cotabato City 
and 67 barangays in Cotabato province 
also voted to join Bangsamoro in the 
second part of the plebiscite in 
February 2019. 
 

Promotion of Unity - The 
Bangsamoro Government shall 
promote unity, peace, justice, and 
goodwill among all peoples, as well as 
encourage a just and peaceful 
settlement of disputes. 
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OFFICE PROFILE 
The Office of Member of Parliament, Mohammad S. Yacob was 

established upon the oath-taking on February 24, 2019 Mohammad 

S. Yacob, Ph.D. is among the members of the parliament from the 

Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF). He joined the other officials to 

form the Bangsamoro Transition Authority (BTA), appointed to 

perform legislative power for      the Bangsamoro Government - a new 

entity that replaced the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao 

(ARMM), after the ratification of the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL). 

 

Vision 

 

A functional and responsive member of the parliament office with 

competent and morally upright workforce ensuring sound and 

adequate legislations. 

 

Mission 

 

With morally-oriented and capacitated workforce, the member of the 

parliament office is committed to provide excellent legislations that 

will further empower the Bangsamoro Government to provide 

protection and deliver appropriate services to the Bangsamoro. 

 

Goals 

 

1. Enhanced capacity and values of the OMP workforce; 

2. Sufficient community-based and consultative resolutions and 

bills to be enacted into law; and 

3. Educated Bangsamoro communities on existing laws and 

Implementation Rules and Regulations (IRRs) 
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 BTA Parliament EIGHT (8) Staff: 

Roles and Functions  

The responsibilities of the Office of MP Yacob as a Member of the BTA are an-

chored in the overall function of the Bangsamoro Transition Authority with a legal basis 

from the BOL. Primarily, the Office of MP Yacob, as a Member of the BTA, shall aid the 

Bangsamoro Parliament draft bills for approval that shall be responsive to the needs 

and aspirations of the Bangsamoro.  

The General Function of the Office of the Member of Parliament 

1. The Office of a Member of Parliament performs both legislative and political 

functions by attending to their constituents' welfare.   

2. It exercises legislative authority to enact laws on matters within the powers 

and competencies of the Bangsamoro government and to effectively address 

the social, political, and economic needs and concerns of its constituents 

that require legislative action.  
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I. LAWMAKING /LEGISLATION FUNCTION 

A. Regular and Special Session and Other Related Activities 

THE ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2019 

Crafted a bill entitled 

“AN ACT CREATING A BUREAU TO INSTITUTIONALIZE HALAL INDUSTRY 

DEVELOPMENT AND ACCREDITATION AUTHORITY IN THE BANGSAMORO 

AUTONOMOUS REGION AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 

 

Under Section 30. Art. XIII of the Republic Act No. 

11054 also known as the Bangsamoro Organic Law, provides 

that the Bangsamoro Government shall have the power to 

accredit halal-certifying bodies in the Bangsamoro 

Autonomous Region. It shall promote awareness by 

developing and implementing a halal campaign program. It 

further states that the Parliament shall enact laws to further strengthen its policy 

and programs on halal development, thus the creation of this Proposed Office 

“BUREAU ON HALAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND ACCREDITATION 

AUTHORITY” and the Bangsamoro Halal Board is hereby sought. 

The proposed bureau shall be responsible for granting or denying 

Accreditation Authority to Halal Certifying Bodies. It shall stand as a regulatory 

arm of the Bangsamoro Government. These Accredited Certifying Bodies shall 

then be authorized to conduct inspections and consequently issue Certifications 

to establishments, products, both food and non-food, and services in the 

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region as proof that they have complied with Halal 

standards of the office.  

Halal certification in the halal industry is the life and blood of the Halal 

ecosystem. It plays an important role in the development of the industry and has 

proven to be a driver of economic growth in different countries. It is a process of 

inspection, attestation, verification, and validation by a competent authority of a 

product (food, non-food, and services) whether or not it complies with the Halal 

standard set forth by an accreditation body. 

The modern technology in the food processing industry, including Halal, is 

indeed very complex. Halal experts worldwide had ascertained and further 

disclosed that derivatives of Haram products (e.g. pig) are mixed and 

contaminated with processed foods. These industry players used Haram 

derivatives, including but not limited to emulsification, to lengthen shelf life, 

maintain the freshness of certain products, and remain attractive to the eyes and 

taste of the consuming public. 
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BANGSAMORO HALAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ACCREDITATION AUTHORITY BILL 

In the Philippine Halal Industry context, Halal certification and accreditation 

are abating. Factors may differ from one way to the other. Halal products, duly 

certified from the Philippines, remain in question in the Halal market for different 

reasons. Secondly, the national Halal procedure is cryptic and the need for a more 

vibrant policy is foremost and imperative. The Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), a foreseen solution for economic development could 

play an important role in shaping the industry by the standards acceptable in the 

Halal world and could bring the Bangsamoro on the radar of the Halal industry. 

 Secondly, the national Halal procedure is cryptic and the need for a more 

vibrant policy is foremost and imperative. The Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao (BARMM), a foreseen solution for economic development could 

play an important role in shaping the industry by the standards acceptable in the 

Halal world and could bring the Bangsamoro on the radar of the Halal industry. 

 

The Halal Bureau Authority 

As the Organic Law mandates, the Bangsamoro Government shall accredit 

Halal-certifying office in Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao. 

This proposed bureau shall be manned by Shari’ah and Technical experts in the 

fields of Medical Sciences, Food Technology, Chemistry, Veterinary Medicines, 

Medical Technology, and other relevant expertise needed. The Office will be 

chaired by a competent Shari’ah expert who has English competencies and 

managerial skills. 

The Halal Authority shall work closely with the Ministry of Trade, Industry, 

and Tourism in terms of promotion, with the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries, 

and Agrarian Reform in terms of production, with the Ministry of Science and 

Technology in terms of Laboratory and scientific researches. It will also work 

strongly with the ASEAN region for mutual recognition and agreements along with 

the other institutions and Halal Organizations for Halal Certification and 

standardization. Similarly, the Office will work for the recognition of BARMM’s 

Halal standard and products with the Governments of Malaysia, Indonesia, and 

Brunei. 
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BANGSAMORO HALAL INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND 

ACCREDITATION AUTHORITY BILL 

Proposed Mandate and Functions  

 The Bureau on Halal Industry Development and Accreditation Authority in the 

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region proposes the following personnel, mandates, 

functions, and structure of the office: 

 

The Personnel 

1. Shari’ah Legal and Enforcement Division;  

2. Admin and Finance Division; and 

3. Technical and Operations Division. 

 

The Mandates and Functions 

1. Grant or deny accreditation of Halal Certification Bodies operating within the 

Bangsamoro Autonomous Region, and suspend or withdraw such accreditation by 

established policies and guidelines as approved by the Bangsamoro Halal Board; 

2. Create a system of recognition for Halal Certification Bodies granted authority from 

the National Government; 

3. Act as an interagency Secretariat for the Bangsamoro Halal Industry Board. The 

ministries under the Bangsamoro Halal Board may assign personnel to the Bureau 

for this purpose; 

4. Formulate accreditation policies and guidelines to govern the process of 

accreditation for Halal Certifying bodies; 

5. Facilitate the conduct of various Halal Capacity Building and training in 

partnership with the relevant ministries; 

6. Investigate violations and receive complaints regarding the integrity of Halal 

products and their logos and violations under this Act; 

7. Promote Halal Integrity, and assist and encourage certification of food and non-

food establishments; 

8. To accredit and recognize Halal Certifying Bodies operating outside the BARMM 

but wanted to enter the region's jurisdiction both their certified products and 

certification services or other relevant activities; 

9. To conduct regular actual monitoring and evaluation of products and other 

services; 

10. To facilitate the conduct of various Halal Capacity and Capability Building; 

11. To assist halal-certified establishments for local and international trade; 

12. To assist in the formulation of various halal standards; and 

13. Continuing Halal Advocacies and Promotion in the urban and countryside.  
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RESOLUTIONS / BILLS CO-AUTHORED 

1. A RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE BANGSAMORO TRANSITION AUTHORITY TO 

CREATE AN OFFICE FOR THE SHARIAH ACADEMY OF THE BANGSAMORO 

2. A RESOLUTION CALLING THE BANGSAMORO TRANSITION AUTHORITY TO 

CREATE FOUR (4) MUNICIPALITIES OUT OF THE SIXTY-THREE (63) BARANGAYS 

IN THE BANGSAMORO AUTONOMOUS REGION IN MUSLIM MINDANAO (BARMM) 

DURING THE BANGSAMORO ORGANIC LAW (BOL) PLEBISCITE CONDUCTED 

LAST FEBRUARY 6, 2019. 

3. RESOLUTION CALLING FOR THE BANGSAMORO GOVERNMENT TO GIVE 

ATTENTION TO THE PLIGHT OF THE BANGSAMORO DOMESTIC WORKERS AND 

ESTABLISH SUITABLE PROGRAMS, GENERATE EMPLOYMENT, AND PROVIDE 

ALTERNATIVE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR THEM TO REGAIN THEIR 

DIGNITY AND EVENTUALLY PUT AN END TO THEIR DEPLOYMENT OVERSEAS. 

ALTERNATIVE ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITIES FOR THEM TO REGAIN THEIR 

DIGNITY AND EVENTUALLY PUT AN END TO THEIR DEPLOYMENT OVERSEAS. 

4. A RESOLUTION GIVING FULL SUPPORT TO THE BANGSAMORO CHILDREN’S 

DECLARATION IN COMMEMORATION OF THE 30TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 

ADOPTION OF THE UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON THE RIGHTS OF THE 

CHILD. 

5. RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE CONSENSUS OF THE BANGSAMORO 

PARLIAMENT ON THE APPOINTMENT OF THE HONORABLE KHALIPA USMAN 

NANDO AS THE WALI OF THE BANGSAMORO GOVERNMENT UNDER REPUBLIC 

ACT 11054, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS THE BANGSAMORO ORGANIC LAW. 

RESOLUTION EXPRESSING THE DEEPEST CONDOLENCES OF THE 

BANGSAMORO TRANSITION AUTHORITY ON THE DEMISE OF THE HONORABLE 

GHAZALI B. JAAFAR, MEMBER OF THE PARLIAMENT.  

6. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE INTERIM CHIEF MINISTER TO THROUGH HIS 

CABINET MINISTER TO MAKE REPRESENTATION WITH THE OFFICE OF THE 

PRESIDENT AND THE DEPARTMENT OF BUDGET AND MANAGEMENT 

REGARDING THE RELEASE AND TRANSFER OF FUNDS TO THE BARMM 
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From the start of his tenure as a Member of the Parliament, MP Mohammad 

S. Yacob prioritized on how to craft policies that can pursue establishing a bureau 

or office that will handle and work closely on the issues and concerns regarding 

HALAL.  

 “AN ACT CREATING A BUREAU TO INSTITUTIONALIZE HALAL 

INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND ACCREDITATION AUTHORITY IN THE 

BANGSAMORO AUTONOMOUS REGION AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES.” 

MP Yacob’s 1st Bill was submitted and discussed with his fellow 

Parliamentarians in the Plenary. 

During the 1st reading of the said proposed Halal Bill, MP Yacob delivered 

his privilege speech to introduce the Bill he intends to pass and following is the 

context of his speech: 

“By Islamic law, all foods are considered halal, or lawful, except for the 

food that categorized haram and its by-products” he first defines what 

HALAL means and said that “Halal is the Arabic term for permissible. Halal 

food is that which adheres to Islamic law, as defined in the Qur’an. 

Let us broaden our minds about the wholesome concept of Halal, this 

covers not only the Shariah requirement but also the sustainability concept 

of hygiene, sanitation, and safety aspect, he added. 

My primary objective why I proposing this Halal bill is that we want 

assurance that the food we consume is produced according to the Shariah 

law and that its clean, hygienic, environmentally friendly, respects animal 

welfare, and is Halal certified. halal certificate plays a key role to guarantee 

people who want to consume Halal and healthy, hygienic, quality, clean 

products, and this want is not only in Islamic countries but globally. 

 

PRIVILEGE SPEECH ON THE IMPORTANCE OF HALAL 
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RESOLUTIONS / BILLS CO-AUTHORED 

Recently, the increasing trade of Halal products deserved special 

attention from various parties, especially Muslim societies because it 

reflects the strong economy of Muslims. Nevertheless, Halal products are 

not only for Muslims but also for all humans.  It was mentioned in the 

Qur’an that Halal food and beverages are the best for consumption because 

it is good for the health. 

The situation involves not only the food that people consumes but in 

many things like trade, transportation, logistic, production process, and so 

on, Halal certification and accreditation set the Halal standard on both 

testing and audit. 

Currently, various countries have already set Halal standards; 

consequently, each country claims its standards. This is because there is 

no global Halal standard that regulates it and somehow the clamor becomes 

useless. If such circumstances are allowed to continue, then it is possible 

that many Halal products from some countries cannot enter into other 

countries or vice versa, we need to become part to take immediate action 

and resolve the issue, and I prayed that by this Halal Bill, the issuance of 

halal certification shall be strictly enforced; therefore. thereon there shall be 

Bangsamoro halal standards to be taken and must  strictly be implemented 

within our territory and jurisdiction, with that I’m asking your support to 

this measure, this is for all of us, Muslim and non-Muslim. Shukran” 

PRIVILEGE SPEECH ON THE IMPORTANCE OF HALAL 
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PRESENTATION OF POWER 
Consultation Consultative Forum for 

Youth-Centered Legislations 

The office of the Member of the 

Parliament firmly adheres to the 

idealism that the Youth is the hope of 

the nation. Thus, a series of 

Consultations specifically aimed at the 

Youth - sector of the community was 

conducted. The activity was both 

recreational and consultative.  

The facilitator guided the participants 

on how they shared their respective 

opinions and suggestions on the matter 

at hand. To protect young generations' 

rights, numerous laws were already 

crafted and implemented across the 

nation. However, some gaps still seem 

to exist that hinder our Youth from 

reaching their full potential. In 

conducting the said forum, the main 

objective was to hear the voices of our 

youth, especially within the territorial 

jurisdiction of BARMM, and reach out to 

their inner thoughts’ ideas, opinions, 

and recommendations that may be the 

source of good legislative measures. The 

idea was to gather relevant data useful 

for making bills aimed at upholding the 

rights of the youth and expressing 

support for youth-centered legislation; 

Key Results 

 Upon review of the lengthy 

discussions by the participants, the 

recommended subject for      bills/

resolutions to be crafted with their 

corresponding reasons are as follows: 

1. Make a law that will strengthen the 

integrity of Halal Products in 

BARMM (i.e., make a symbol that 

will identify a product coming from 

BARMM or passed the inspection 

of the region); 

2. Less importation from outside 

regions and instead, maximize our 

resources and produce our 

products; 

3. Resolutions on transparency of the 

government and how to help fight 

terrorism and extremism; 

4. Policies about women, especially 

on the modesty of dress code; 

5. I n t e n s i f y  i n f o r m a t i o n 

dissemination on the importance of 

Halal consumption and the 

dangers of non-halal products (i.e. 

cigarettes); 

6. More poverty-alleviation policies; 

7. Possibility of banning non-halal 

products; 

8. Regulate the production of junk 

foods; and 

9. Institutionalize regular activities 

for youth that help develop their 

values. 

MP Yacob together with his office staff during a consultation 

with Representatives from the Youth Sector at Al Maseer 

Hotel and Convention| Awang, D.O.S., Maguindanao on 
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REPRESENTATION OF POWER 
Consultative Forum to Combat 

Poverty Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao 

Among the priorities of this current 

administration is to respond to the 

pressing social and economic challenges 

in Bangsamoro such as poverty, 

education, health, access to clean water 

and electricity, job opportunity, 

agricultural productivity, and access to 

capital markets. Thus, the office 

conducted a series of consultations 

focused on one of the most important 

and often-recurring in this region and 

the entire country, which is poverty. 

On November 29, 2022, a targeted 

number of less fortunate stakeholders 

such as the peddlers, garbage 

collectors, housemaids, fish vendors, 

farmers, fishermen, street vendors, and 

tailors gathered at Em Manor 

Convention Hall, Cotabato City, and 

freely expressed their views and 

suggest ions in as far  as the 

implementations. 

The agenda is to reach out to the 

var ious poor communit ies and 

constituents of BARMM and inquire 

from them about facts, ideas, and their 

living status. To unearth the root 

causes of poverty by listening directly to 

these people and using them as tools 

and working ground before putting 

them into writing as law. Since it was a 

consultation meeting akin to a focused-

group discussion, the facilitator guided 

the participants on how they shared 

the ir  respect ive  op in ions and 

suggestions on the matter at hand. 

In the course of the lengthy 

discussions by the participants, they 

came up with suggestions and 

recommendations for consideration in 

the drafting of priority bills/resolutions 

with their corresponding reasons as 

follows: 

1. Laws that will support the 

generation of livelihood programs 

and scholarships for the kids; 

2. Support to farmers and fisherfolks; 

3. The solution to long-lasting peace 

and unity; 

4. Capital for farmers (in the form of 

cash, fertilizers, and seeds); and 

5. Government subsidy (or assistance 

for farming tools, including 

biological assets like carabao).  

The activity was not so lively in 

terms of discussions and exchange of 

opinions as any other consultations 

made due to the very low knowledge on 

the part of the participants coming from 

the very grassroots. These are some 

barriers in terms of communication due 

to illiteracy in matters. However, the 

participants were satisfied with the 

ways the staff dealt with them with 

utmost care and sensitivity towards 

their feelings and emotions. 

30 Babu’s and Bapa's from the different dignified lines 

of living are invited to participate in the forum, the aim is 

to respond to the social and economic challenges within 

the territory, we want them to feel that everyone has the 
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CONSULTATIONS FOR YEAR 2019 
Consultation with a Community Leaders in Determining Priority 

Legislations for BARMM 

In crafting legislation, it is important to prioritize responsive laws that will 

immediately address the needs of the people. Policies and general guidelines that 

will be the basis of extending services for the general welfare of the constituents 

should be the utmost direction of the lawmaking body. In doing this the people on 

which policy they regard as important which must be materialized as soon as 

possible. 

This office initiated a forum involving selected community leaders by 

conducting consultation meetings with the community leaders from different 

municipalities in Maguindanao Province Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao. 

The said consultation was successfully conducted, and a total of 30 

participants participated in this activity these people led small units of their society. 

Since it was a consultation focus-group discussion they shared their opinions and 

suggestions on the matter situation this is because as the head of small units which 

compose the bigger Bangsamoro homeland, they know best the needs of their 

constituents. Thus, it is best to involve them in gathering as much data as possible 

before crafting legislation. 

The said consultation was successfully conducted, and a total of 30 

participants participated in this activity these people led small units of their society. 

Since it was a consultation focus-group discussion they shared their opinions and 

suggestions on the matter situation. 

The purpose of the consultation is to prioritize how to come up with responsive 

laws that will address the need of the people such as policies and guidelines as a 

basis for their constituents. However, to do this need to consult the people on the 

ground on which guidelines or policies regard on there needs. 

Some participants prioritize addressing the importance of halal food in the 

BARMM area and must all restaurants and hotels comply with the halal certificate. 

At Al Maseer Hotel and Convention, Awang, D.O.S., Maguindanao| December 

11,2019. 
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Consultation with Civil Society 

Organizations in Determining Priority 

Legislations for the Bangsamoro 

Civil Society Organizations (CSOs) are 

mandated to act in the interest of citizens and 

residents by ensuring that the government act 

within the law and in the interest of its 

constituents. Because of this, CSOs are an 

important channel in the enactment of 

legislation. While CSOs are not directly involved 

in enacting, their participation is crucial in 

ensuring that legislation passes constitutional muster and is compliant with the 

Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL). 

 The government act within the law and in the interest of its constituents. Because of 

this, CSOs are an important channel in the enactment of legislation. While CSOs are not 

directly involved in enacting, their participation is crucial in ensuring that legislation 

passes constitutional muster and is compliant with the Bangsamoro Organic Law (BOL). 

Said consultation was attended by the following persons from various Civil Society 

organizations, since it was a consultation meeting akin to a focused-group discussion, 

the facilitator guided the participants on how they shared respective opinions and 

suggestions on the matter at hand. 

CONSULTATIONS FOR YEAR 2019 

Key Results 

1. Minimizing the use of Fertilizer, eco-friendly 

(organic fertilizer) as substitute in farming 

2. How to attract foreign investor. 

3. To make Al Amanah Bank as official reposi-

tory bank for BARMM 

4. To create an office which uses Islamic 

banking and financing principles and cater 

cash and house loans (or create GSIS AND 

PAG-IBIG office for BARMM) 

5. Creation of WAQAF office to facilitate vari-

ous help and assistance coming from other 

countries 

6. Giving privilege or job opportunities for 

those ineligible professionals (Civil Service) 

7. Creating Bureau of Muslim Settlement 

8. Hajj and Umrah (Pilgrimage) sponsorship 

9. Policies to help resolve conflicts in some 

rural areas in BARMM 

10. Educate people on what is Moral Govern-

ance for them to emulate and to help them 

check 

11. The propriety of the actions of the govern-

ment 

12. Help the Islamic Scholars sustain their sal-

aries 

13. Resolution on election frauds (CCTV and 

secured the protection of the teachers serv-

ing during the election) 

14. Anti-Nepotism Act 

15. Help increase the salaries of teachers 

16. Standard salary for private schools 

17. Create more Farm Market Roads 

18. Grant Scholarship awards to deserving stu-

dents 

19. Institutionalize Da’wah in BARMM 

20. Bill that indicates 100% certified halal (to) 

all food chains. 
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CONSULTATIONS FOR YEAR 2019 
Consultation Meeting with Ulama Sector 

The Office of the Member of Parliament 

Mohammad S. Yacob, Ph.D. has conducted a 

Consultation Meeting with Ulama (Religious) 

Sector coming from different strategic areas 

of the Bangsamoro Autonomous Region in 

Muslim Mindanao. The said consultation 

was conducted on October 15, 2019 held in 

Cotabato City attended by 30 selected ulama identified by the Hay-atul Ulama Bil 

Philippine – a conglomeration of more than 10,000 ulama in the country. 

The main subject of the consultation was the bill on Halal Industry 

Development and Accreditation Authority filed in the Parliament by the Member of 

Parliament Mohammad S. Yacob, Ph.D. and at same time Minister of the Ministry of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Agrarian Reform (MAFAR). The Halal Industry bill shall 

be the policy of the Bangsamoro government to strengthen the Halal industry within 

the Bangsamoro territory including its surrounding areas. This industry includes 

food and non-food products, allied services, and the Islamic Banking Institutions. 

It shall be the declared policy of the Bangsamoro government to uphold the 

integrity of Halal products, and its logos in order to ensure quality assurance in the 

domestic and export market. Moreover, the Bangsamoro government shall protect 

consumers and users of halal products and services. 

Prior to the consultation with Ulama, MP Yacob also conducted the same 

consultation with the Halal experts, groups and halal certifying organizations on 

October 12, 2019 in Cotabato City. 

October 15, 2019 |Consultation meeting with ulama 

sector held at Cotabato City 

Orientation on Student Grantees dated October 15, 2019, at Em-Manor Convention 

Hall, Cotabato City 
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CONSULTATIONS FOR YEAR 2019 
Consultation for Students Sector 

The Office of Member of the Parliament (MP) Mohammad S. Yacob, Ph.D. 

conducted a general orientation for successful educational assistance grantees on 

October 15, 2019, at Em-Manor Convention Hall, Cotabato City. Thirty Five 

selected marginalized students from Cotabato City State Polytechnic College, 

Mindanao State University- Maguindanao, and Jamiat Cotabato Institute were the 

beneficiary of the educational grants under the OMP-MSY. 

MP Yacob hopes that this initiative will help the students address their 

financial needs in their studies. 

“You are the future leader of the Bangsamoro and we need to prepare you for 

the future, aim high, and continue to dream. We are hoping that this initiative will 

help you address your school needs.”  

Dr. Juwairiya U. Lingga, Dean of CCSPC College of Arts and Sciences 

expressed her gratitude to the OMP-MSY for the educational assistance to the 

deserving students. 

Eng'r. Elena O. Biado, Dean of MSU- College of Agriculture and Fisheries, 

and the Faculty Staff representing Jamiat Cotabato Institute were also present in 

the orientation. 

Orientation on Student Grantees dated October 15, 2019, at Em-Manor Convention Hall, 

Cotabato City 
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OVERSIGHT POWER 

Members of the Parliament-Bangsamoro who are members of the created Ad-Hoc 
committee speak and resolve issues and concerns on an Ad-Hoc basis. 

 

An Ad-Hoc committee arranged to address one specific problem would it would 
be more loosely, it can mean “spontaneous,” “unplanned,” or “on the spot. 

 

An Ad-Hoc created for a particular purpose or need, it’s a Latin phrase that 
literally means ‘to this’ or ‘for this purpose it is commonly used in a government 
setting. 

 

The Bangsamoro Government of the day has 7 created ad-hoc committees and 
MP Mohamad S, Yacob, Ph.D. aside from being the Minister of MAFAR, a Member of 
the Parliament also became a member of the various ad-hoc committee to craft the 
PRIORITY CODES as follows: 

1. Administrative Code; 

2. Civil Service Code; 

3. Electoral Code; 

4. Local Government Code; 

5. Internal Revenue Code; and 

6. Education Code. 

7. Indigenous People’s Law; 

 

All above-mentioned codes are priority legislative measures approved by the 
BTA, the interim body that governs the Bangsamoro, in a series of an Ad-Hoc meeting 
conducted, following are the Key Result: 

 

Ad-Hoc Committee on Administrative Code 

June 18, 2019 at BTA Lounge 

Agenda 

1. Outline of priorities in crafting Parliamentary Administrative Code; 

2. Time frame for submission of draft propose code for review; 

3. Propose creation of sub-committee to fast tract the submission; and 

4. Proposal for merging the committee on administrative code and the committee 
on creation of office. 

Result 

1. Motion approved the body, given 6 months’ time frame for submission of the 
draft for review; and 

2. Consultation shall be conducted and there shall be an integration and 
consolidation of the proposed Parliamentary Bangsamoro Code. 

 

Local Government Code Ad-hoc Committee meeting 

BTA Lounge 

Agenda 

1. Guiding provision on drafting Local Government Code; 

2. Inter-governmental relation mechanism; 

3. Proposed principles and parameters in drafting of the Local Government Code; 

4. Time line given; and 

5. Committee miles stone in drafting the code. 
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PROGRAMS AND SERVICES IN AID OF LEGISLATION 

Educational Assistance for the Marginalized Students  

 The Member of the Parliament (MP) Mohammad S. Yacob, Ph.D. firmly adheres 

to the idealism that the Youth is the hope of the nation. In connection with this, The 

Office of MP Yacob extends financial assistance to selected marginalized students in 

BARMM to help them with their basic needs in the year 2021. 

 

 The selected students are 

from Cotabato State University, 

Mindanao State University-

Maguindanao, and Jami’at 

Cotabato and Institute of 

Technology taking up courses like 

Bachelor of Science in Social 

Work, Bachelor of Science in 

Agriculture, Bachelor of Science 

in Fisheries, AB Islamic Studies, Shari’ah, Da’wah, Tarbiyyah and BSEd Major in 

English. The students undergo a selection process provided by the office where 

thirty five of them are being selected and will receive an amount of ₱2,000 monthly. 

 Aside from the financial assistance, the students are also provided with 

Parliamentary Procedures Training, Values Transformation Training, and Study 

Circle  and engaged in Community Visitation to be exposed to the communities. 

This initiative is among the priorities of OMPMSY in response to the needs of the 

Bangsamoro youth within BARMM territory, especially during the global pandemic. 
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INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF STAFF  

Best Practices: 

1. Stumble but  still standing; 

2. Striving and thriving; 

3. Monthly Regular Meeting with staff and MP Yacob; and 

4. Planning before conducting an activities. 

 

Challenges: 

1. Everything is new and unfamiliar; 

2. Neophyte in the field of legislation; 

3. Program is unprogrammed; 

4. Limited office facilities and  unconducive working place.; 

5. Lack of mobilization; and 

6. Unstable designation— Unattested appointment. 

 Recommendations: 

1. Conduct capacity building for the staff.; 

2. Shall conduct strategic planning.; and 

3. Appropriate utilization of allocated funds. 
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