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AN ACT INSTITUTIONALIZING THE “MEDICAL SCHOLARSHIP AND RETURN SERVICE
PROGRAM*“ OF THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH OF THE BANGSAMORO GOVERNMENT,
APPROPRIATING FUNDS THEREFOR, AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

Be it enacted by the Bangsamoro Transition Authority in session assembled:

Section 1. Short Title. — This Act shall be known as the “Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship Act
of 2022".

Section 2. Declaration of Policy. — It is the policy of the Bangsamoro Government to promote

and ensure the right of every Filipino citizen in its territorial jurisdiction to quality and accessi-
ble education at all levels and equal opportunities in life. Furthermore, the Bangsamoro Or-
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‘ganic Law provides in Section 19, Article Xl on Fiscal Autonomy that the “Parliament shall
assign the highest budgetary priority to education, health and social services as may be pro-
vided in its appropriation law.” Furthermore, the Bangsamoro Government recognizes the vi-
tal role of education as the bedrock on which the hope and future of the succeeding genera-
tions of the Bangsamoro is built.

Section 3. Purpose. — The Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship is for the purpose of producing
more competent, committed, community-oriented medical doctors to serve in the
Bangsamoro Autonomous Region (BAR) and its neighboring regions, to address the scarcity
of doctors, and to attain optimum healthcare service to the people.

Section 4. Definition of Terms. — As used in this Act, the following terms shall be defined as
follows:

(a) Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship - refers to the five (5)- year Medical Scholarship
Program of the Ministry of Health (MOH) of the Bangsamoro Government which is in-
stitutionalized under Section 5 of this Act;

(b) Bangsamoro Medical Scholars — refer to graduates of pre-medical or related courses
from state colleges and universities (SUCs) and private institutions of higher learmning
who qualify for the Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship of MOH; Priority shall be given to
graduates residing in the BAR;

(c) Medical School Partners — refer to State Universities and Colleges (SUCs) and private
institutions of higher learning recognized by the Commission on Higher Education
(CHED) offering the Doctor of Medicine (M.D.) degree and enter into a Memorandum
of Agreement with MOH in the implementation of the Bangsamoro Medical Scholar-
ship;

(d) Return Service — refers to the service by a Bangsamoro Medical Scholar as part of
his/her obligations under the scholarship upon graduation and passing the Physician
Licensure Examination as provided in Section 8 of this Act;

Section 5. Institutionalization of the Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship and Return Service
Program. — There is hereby established a medical scholarship and return service program to
be known as the “Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship and Return Service Program’;

Section 6. Coverage of the Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship. — The Bangsamoro Medical
Scholarship shall be open to graduates of pre-medical or related courses residing in BAR
who are not enjoying any scholarship, health professionals who are serving in government
health offices in the region; children and dependents of BARMM employees, barangay health
workers; and families of Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) and Moro National Liberation
Front (MNLF).

Section 7. Student - Beneficiaries. — The student - beneficiaries shall be equitably distributed
to the six (6) provinces of the BAR including Cotabato City, Marawi City, Lamitan City and six-
ty three (63) Special Geographic Areas.

Section 8. Privileges of the Bangsamoro Medical Scholar. — The Bangsamoro Medical Schol-
arship Program shall cover all expenses of a Bangsamoro Medical Scholar which include tui-
tion fees, miscellaneous fees, laboratory fees, student fund, book allowance, uniform allow-
ance, monthly living subsidy allowance, monthly lodging allowance, transportation allowance,
basic equipment allowance, school supplies allowance, miscellaneous allowance, fees for the
licensure review, fees for the licensure examination, and PhilHealth insurance.
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‘Section 9. Obligation of the Bangsamoro Medical Scholars — Upon graduation of their M.D.
degree and passing the Physician Licensure Examination, the Bangsamoro Medical Scholars
are obliged to render return service in the BAR for two (2) years; as they are newly licensed
physicians, the amended qualification standards for the Rural Health Physician (SG-24) posi-
tion shall apply to them.

Section 10. Program Implementation. — Within thirty (30) days from the effectivity of this Act,
the Ministry of Health shall promulgate the rules and regulations for the effective implementa-
tion of this Act. MOH shall have Medical School Partners in the implementation of the
Bangsamoro Medical Scholarship.

Section 11. Separability Clause. — If any provision of this Act shall be held unconstitutional or
invalid, the other provisions not otherwise affected shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 12. Appropriations. — The amount necesséry for the continuing implementation of this
Act shall be included as a separate line-item under the appropriations of MOH of the
Bangsamoro Appropriations Act.

Section 13. Repealing Clause. — All laws, orders, circulars, rules and regulations inconsistent
with or contrary to this Act, are hereby deemed accordingly repealed or amended.

Section 14. Effectivity. — This Act shall take effect inmediately following the completion of its
publication in a newspaper of regional circulation in the BARMM.
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